36 they were absorbed in fighting the czar and had no
interest in working for Poland. The whole movement
was foreign to his aim, for always he had only one—
Poland's independence. That must be kept separate
from Russian interests.
Yet all that winter he was reading eagerly—Lieb-
knecht, Marx, Miot, whose theories were very popular
among the students.
His acquaintance with Russian revolutionary asso-
ciations gave him an idea—to organize young people in
Poland along the same lines. The persecutions follow-
ing the last insurrection had caused such terror and
such black reaction among the Poles, the whole com-
munity had fallen into such lethargy and people were
so afraid of any vital idea that when he compared his
country and Russia, Pilsudski sometimes found himself
actually preferring Russia—men were not so scared, not
so resigned, but were spurred into action.
The active fighters for Poland's independence had
died or were in prison, or in faraway Siberia, or scat-
tered, all over the world. The younger generation was
depressed and apathetic, lacking any hint of the revo-
lutionary spirit so prevalent in youth. The few who were
radically inclined were filled with the Russian spirit
and schemed rather to rid the country of individuals
than to change the system.
A thoughtful, silent young medical student with steel-
gray eyes, the university authorities watched Pilsudski
carefully, suspecting him to be an enemy. Once he was
arrested for six days and warned that if he took part
in any revolutionary activities he would be expelled;
that would mean he could not go to any other university
in Russia.
At the end of the year he decided not to return.
Kharkow was a small town, away from the avenues of
culture. It offered little academic freedom. Looking
over the field, he chose Dorpat—now in Estonia. It

